Multidisciplinary approach to cancer treatment: a model for breast cancer treatment at the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center.
Despite that fact that a multidisciplinary approach is important for cancer treatment, this approach is not widely used in Japan. The M.D. Anderson Cancer Center (MDACC) is one of the most well-established cancer institutes in the world, and has implemented a unique multidisciplinary team management approach for the treatment of breast cancer. The efforts of MDACC to eliminate cancer have been ongoing for more than 60 years. Here, we describe the multidisciplinary approach used at MDACC for the treatment for breast cancer. We focus on the background of the institute, in terms of establishing its treatment model and educational system, and compare its multidisciplinary approach with the current approach used in Japan, in the hopes of influencing future directions in cancer therapy in Japan.